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these times of schism and infidelity, by a 


more 1 attendance on its Principal 


Drdinance— 
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Is MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 


An» THE SUBJECT or IT Mosr TARNESTLY A- 
| COMMENDED TO THER VERY SERIOUS 


n BY THEIR, 
/ 


| OBEDIENT HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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10 the G of the Poriah Churck 
of Sheffield, and of the Chapels of Atter- 
cliffe and Ecclesal, the following Diſcourse—= ” 


d fIntended as a solemn and seasonable admo- 
nition of the friends of the Establiſhed Reli. 
Zion, to © hold fast the profession of their 
faith,“ and to make an open avowal of their 
attachment to the Church of England, in 
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A SERMON 


„ WILL YE ALSO GO AWAY s, 


; Ps. Py" 
| C**9006m. I 
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V HILE, on the one hand, my brethren, the 
power of habit is acknowledged to be exceedingly 
great in all human concerns, materially influence- 
ing both our opinions and our practice, and in- 
clining us to adhere to the same theories and customs 
in which we were educated, or in which we have 
long indulged; so, on the other hand, there is a 


eculiar charm attached to the single circumstance 


of novelty, independent of all other considerations, 
which is sometimes found to be even more, power» 


ful than the force of habit: so that it will lead men 


Prevents to. renounce their old opinions, mere] 


ecause they are old, and to change long established 


customs, for others which have no further recom» 
mendation, than that they are new, and different 
from the ſormer. #5 5 — 


Ir is, without doubt, wisely ordained, that mere 


novelty should have this great and agreeable in- 
fluence on the mind of man, especially in the 
beginning of life: as it affords a vigourous and con- 


tinual spur to the acquisition of knowledge, and to 


pI 


_ 


our progressive improvement of those rational and 


immortal faculiies with which we are endowed. 
Bor, if we indulge this love of novelty to excess, 


itt may bring upon us serious inconveniencies. It 
was given us, and. is placed in the constitution of 


our nature, to counteract the force of habit, which 


is also another, opposite, but equally. essential and 
constitutional law of our nature. The love of 


= 


novelty, of variety and was. £ was given us, 1 2 
habit, to assist in 


say, to counteract the foree 
weaning us from our prejudices, and to encourage 


us to ** prove and examine all things, that we may 
hold fast that which is good:” But if we begin to 


grow fond of things, opinions and practices, merel 


because they are new, without regard to their | 


truth or value, so that we are ready at all times to 
let go that which is good, for any other that offers, 


we shall scon become unstable as water, and 


cannot excel, we shall be © like children, tossed, 


10 and fro by every wind of doctrine,” and shall 


de the continual slaves of doubt, caprice, and 
change, © J rr EI ICT 
© Furr fact is, my brethren, that doctrines and 


customs are neither to be received merely because 
they are new, nor to be rejected because they are 
old; but according to their real and intrinſic truth 


and value. There is always, indeed, a presump- 


trifling moment, there is so decided an advantage in 


Hut these ought not to be lightly given up, without 
the most obvious and sure grounds of preference in 
those which are adopted in their stead, 


* 


tion in favour of doctrines which have been long 
received, and of customs which have been 1 
established. And in matters of indifference, er of 


permanence and continuity, over variety and change, 


engaged in 


Warr our Saviour called upon the Jews to re- 
nounce the religion of their forefathers, and ta 
embrace the doctrine, and to follow the example of 


his divine forerunner, of himself, and his disciples, 
hie did not wish them to do it, but upon the elearest 


and fullest conviction of the truth of his pretensions, 
and of the superior worth and value of his doctrines. 
and precepts. He invited them to come and see; 
to make use of their senses and understanding, and 
to judge, concerning his miracles and instructions, 
whether, or no, they were worthy of a teacher 
sent from God.“ He | 
eager curiosity with which they flocked to the 
preaching of John the Baptist, in the wilderness, 
to which they had been induced by the novelty of 
his appearance, and the fame of his austerity. But 
when, after having acknowledged him “ as a pro- 
phet, and being“ willing for a season, to walk in the 
clear light“ of his doctrines and example, they 
afterwards, without any just cause, rejected, the 
one, and forsook the other, he then reasoned with. 


did not blame them for the 


them on, the absurdity of their conduct, and re- 


proved them for their levity, fickleness, and love 
of change. What went ye out into the wilder 

ness to see? a reed shaken with the wind ?” When 
any offered to become his disciples and followers of 


his person, he fairly told them the difficulties they 


would have to encounter, the hardships and dangers. 

they must undergo, and gradually instructed them 

in the spiritual nature and design of his religion. 

But, Bug once acknowledged his authority, and. 
175 still more 


is service, he is, if possi 


explicit in assuring his disciples, that ““ he who has 

once laid his hand to the plough, and looketh back, 
is not fit for the kingdom of heaven,” and that he 
only that endureth to the end shall be saved.“ 
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Wr have accounted, my brethren, for tlie W. 


rity and zeal with which many of the Jews at first 
received the doctrine of John the Baptist and'of 
Jesus Christ, and afterwards “ went back and 
walked no more with them,” from the single cir- 
cumstance of that love of novelty, which is so 
natural and so powerful in the mind of man. But 


we must not forget to mention, that the spirituality 
bf their doctrines, and the meme of their 


precepts, had a considerable share in producing the- 


: pore this, (would the time permit) in the case of 


ohn, by an examination of the leading tenets of 


his preaching, both on points of faith and practice. 


And it is well known, that the great majority of 
those who became the first disciples of our blessed 
Lord, followed him from temporal views, l 


that this was Messiah the Prince, © who shoul 
restore Israel,“ redeem them from the Roman yoke, 


and establish them, as a nation, in great earthly 
power and prosperity. In this very chapter, our. 


viour tells the Jews expressly, © Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, ye seek me, not because ye saw 


the miracle, but because ye did eat of the loaves, 


and were filled“ But,” says he, „if you mean 


to be my disciples, you must not be solicitous about 


| these things, —concerning any worldly advantages, 


* 


but you must let your attention be fixed on that 


ſood which is meant to be the nourishment of your 


souls, which the Son of Man shall give you, as his 
Father hath empowered him to do.” (a) e 


© Taxes then follows, from this passage to that of 


aur text, a long conversation, or discourse, (one 


of the most sublime and beautiful in the whole 


17 — 0 See Gilpin inloe: | FR | 
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bible) which our blessed Lord, taking occasion 
from what had passed concerning the loaves and 


fishes, held with the Jews, and in which he com- 


I not only his doetrine and instructions, but 
himself, his own flesh and blood, which were to 
be offered as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, to 
that manna, or bread from heaven, with which the 
Israelites were miraculously fed, in their progress 

through the wilderness; shewing, at large, the 
superior worth and value of his gift above that 
which Moses, or rather God, had formerly bestow- 
ed on their ancestors. And it is this particular 

discourse which is said to have given so much 

offence to the Jews. From that time, many of 
his disciples went back; and walked no more with. 


him.” © Does this offend you also, ?“ says our 


blessed Lord, © knowing that his disciples mu- 
 mured at it? Will ye also go o 

Ix was here my original intention, my brethren, 
to have applied these general observations to the 
whole doctrine and discipline of the Church of 
England, which, being built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets,” has, most assusedly, 
A the words of eternal life;” (a) and to have sug- 
gested some reasons for believing, that the true 


causes why many, at least, go back and walk no 


more with us,“ are, agreeable to the observations 
with which I set out, either an immoderate indul- 
gence of the love of novelty, or the spirituality of 
the doctrines of our church, and the unpalatableness-. 


of her precepts. 


. 


„ WIIIE some sectaries, with the ancient Romish 
church, maintain the intrinsie value and merit of 
good works, so that we may absolutely claim the 


(s) The reply of St. Peter to the queſlion in our text. 
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rewards of heaven for the performance of them; 
while others maintain (as it is said) the sufficieacy 
of faith without works, holding conversion to be 
the easy work of a moment; while some preach up 
the irresistible grace of God, and the impossibility 
of the elect's falling from that state of grace to 9 99 . 
they are predestinated; while others assert that sub- 
mission to the restraints of forms and ceremonies, 
even to the two sacraments of baptism and the 
Lord's supper, is needless and superfluous; and 
others again make the whole of religion to consist 
in a superstitious observance of unimportant trifles; 
others, in inward feelings and affections of love and 
ra pture —is it surprising that many should be se- 
duced by such tenets, 80 favourable to the pride, 
and indolence, and sensuality of man, and ““ walk 
No more” with those who disallow these, and ear-- 
nestly insist upon the directly opposite doctrines? , 
Tux consideration, however, of all these points 
would lead us into too wide a field for discour 
Remembering, therefore, the particular day (a) 
on which I now address you, and the immediate 
connexion. of the pySrage of our text with the sub- 
lime mystery, that the body and blood of. Christ s, 
indeed and in truth, the spiritual food oi the Chris- 
tian life, I shall confine myself, in the remainder of 
this discourse to this single particular. 
. Jzsus CnrisT says, expressly and repeatedly, in 
the context, that he. is the bread of. life ;” not 
only on account of his doctrine, which nourishes. 
the soul and fits it for eternal happiness, but also 
because he gave his life, as an atonement, a sacri- 
fice for the life of the world. In this way. his 
fesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed.“ 
ts) A:cacrament day, 


* 
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| —* Does this fend you ?” Does this offend you, 


my Christian brethren? *© Will ye also go ar x 


from the sacrament of the Lord's supper, which 

_ afterwards instituted, not only in remembranee of 
this spiritual grace, or favour, but, as it is expressed 
in the catechism of our church, as the means 


whereby we receive the same, and a pledge to assure 
us thereof?“ Will ye refuse to partake of those 


holy mysteries, by the worthy receiving of which, 
we spiritually eat the flesh of Christ and drink 
his blood, we dwell in Christ and Christ in us, we 


are one with Christ, and Christ with us P?“ —Wwhich 
words, in our communion service are borrowed, 


almost literally, from the discourse preceding our 


text. For, as our blessed Lord speaks in other 


places of being one with his disciples, as he and 
the Father are one, so in zöth and 357th verses of 


this chapter, he 2 * he that eateth my flesh, 
y DIO 


and drinketh m od, dwelleth in me, and I in 


him, As the living Father hath sent me, and! 
live by the Father, so, he that eateth me, even hie 


shall live by me.” 3 e 
Ix must not, indeed, be pretended, that, in these 
words, our Saviour is speaking absolutely of tlie 
Sacrament, which he had not then instituted. But 
he is speaking of that very doctrine—the doctrine 
of the atonement=of which the sacrament was 


_ afterwards appointed to be * a perpetual memorial.” 
He is speaking of those benefits which he after- | 
wards conferred upon the world, by the sacrifice of 


his death, of which spiritual grace,” favour, or 


benefit, the sacrament was afterwards Te 
e same, 


as the means whereby we should receive t 
and a pledge to assure us thereof.“ 2 


Tux catechism, indeed, in another place, goes 
still further, and as8erts that the body and blood 


* 


. 
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of Christ are verily and indeed taken and received 
by the faithful, in the Lord's supper.“ By which 
it could not possibly be the intention of the com- 


pilers of our catechism, to countenance the mon- 


Strous doctrine of transubstantiation: which was 
a nb wa ground of their dissent from the Romish 
church | - By * the body and blood of Christ,.“ 


| both in the catechism and in this chapter of St. 


John's gospel, are only meant the benefits which 


| accrued'to the world by the sacrifice of the death of 


Christ: and by eating his flesh and drinking his 


blood,” we are to understand that act of faith by 


which we receive, and assent to, the doctrine 


of his propitiation, and thereby apply and secure to. 
ourselves the inestimable benefits resulting from 
it. (a) When, our blessed Lord said of 5 

that he was the bread of life,” and“ the true 
bread from heaven, no one supposes that he was 


imself, 


literally so. Neither can we suppose that the bread 
and wine which he held in his hands, after the last 
pms supper, were really his flesh and blood. Vet 


e says expressly that ** his flesh is meat indeed and 


that his blood is drink indeed.“ And again, ** this 
is my body which is given, this is my blood which 
is shed for you and for many, for the remission of 

Sins,” So, after the consecration of the elements, 
we call them the body and blood of Christ, and 
affirm that ** they are verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful, in the Lord's supper.“ But 
they still remain bread and wine. It is the act of 
repentance, faith, and thanksgiving in the receiver 
which converts them into an efficacious ** sign of 
the thing signified: —Wwhich is—the © grace” o 
pardon and of eternal life, procured for all true 


{ (4) Dr- Baguy's Seven Charge. 
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penitents and believers by the death of Christ, by 
that one oblation of himself which he oxce offered 
for the sins of the world. For, as it is expressed in 
the 29th article of our church, the wicked, and 
they that be void of a lively faith, although they do 
carnally and visibly press with their teeth, the sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Christ, yet are they 
by no means partakers of Christ.“ The only sense 
in which we can possibly understand that Jesus 
Christ was the bread of life, and that his flesh 
and blood were meat and drink indeed“ —and, 
consequently, the only way in which any can be 
<«« partakers of Christ, is—by the benefits which 
he conferred on mankind by the sacrifice of his 
death. But then, in this sense, the faithful and 
devout, humble, penitent, and worthy communi- 
cant is, in the sacrament of the Lord's supper, 
« verily and indeed a partaker thereof.” This or- 
dinance is the appointed, the very means, whereby, 
on his part, he accepts, or receives the benefit of 
pardon and grace, of which this ordinance is, on 
the part of God, the instrument and seal, and a 
pledge to assure him thereof, and also of a future 
resurrection to eternal life and happiness, through 
the merits and power of a crucified and exalted 
Saviour. And his “ soul is strengthened and re- 
freshed by the body and blood of Christ“ (a)—by 
his firm belief in, and acceptance of the efficacious 
 $acrifice of his redee mer, exercised and expressed by 
this appointed ordinance, this act of faith and devo- - 
 tion—** as his body is by bread and wine.” : 


But I forget tha: the purport of this discourse is | 
not so much to explain to you the nature of the 
holy sacrament, as to exhort you ** not to with- 


l Catechiſm, 
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| draw yourselves from this divine and comfortable 
ordinance: not to refuse the spiritual food and sus- 


tenanee provided for you in this heavenly feast.” (a) 
You know, my brethren, how frequent and earnest 
our exhortations:' have been, especially of late, 


not to forsake the assembling of yourselves to- 
gether; and so much the more as ye see the day 
approaching. (b.) The peculiar circumstances ot 
the present times have furnished us with many ad- 
| ditional and powerful arguments for = 


not the obligation, arising from these peculiar cir: 


| cumstances of the present times, marked, as they 
| pare are, beyond the example of former ages, 


by the alarming prevalence and — 5 increase of 
scepticism and avowed infidelity with respect to the 
truth and authority of the Christian religion, and of 
heresy and schism with respeet to ecclesjastical 

ity, and chureh-government—apply with equak 


!! force to the dying command of our divine Master, 


„This do in remembrance of me, as to the apos- 


| tolic injunction I have just-quoted? Indeed that 


very injunction may fairly be supposed to include 
——— . For the — Christians 
seldom assembled themselves together“ for pub- 
lic worship and instruction, but they also joined in 
the celebration of the Euchari ee. 
Cxxraixir, my brethren, the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper was not e whe as a means 
of grace“ to Christians individually, in all sueceed- 
ing ages, but as a standing memorial and evidence 
to those that are without, of the truth and power 
of our religion, to the end of time. We do 
hereby shew forth the Lord's death, till he come.“ 


0 Livurgy. d Hob. 20. 26. 
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By accepting his gracious invitation“ to eat and 
drink at his table,” it is, and was always understood, 
that we more clearly and decisively, than by any 
bother badge, token, or ceremony whatever, profes- 
sed our belief in the Christian revelation, and 
our assent to the authority of its ee, 7 oy 

In the same proportion, therefore, that unbelievers, 
and the enemies. of Christianity, observe that this 
ordinance, in particular, is neglected and forsaken, 
they may justly, and will assuredly exultin the sup- 

posed increase of the number of those, who, if not un- 
er or enemies of Christianity, are at least in- 


different concerning its interests, to a degree which 


shews what little value they set upon it, —“ that 
they are ashamed of Christ and of his words“ and 
have not courage ** to confess him before men;“ 
than which nothing can be more injurious to any 
cause. And while many of the sects of our dis- 
senting brethren consider (properly enough) an 
admission to the Lord's table as the very term and 
bond of church-fellowship in their respective con- 
gregations, surely the members of the established 
church ought not to neglect, or lightly esteem 
te the communion of the body and blood of Christ,“ 
according to their own appointed “ form of admin- 
 1stration,”'—which is the principal ordinance of their 
church; by an attendance on which, above all 
others, they declare themselves members of that 
particular church; and which is the very bond of 
union whereby they have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
J 2 Gel WIT ER ISR dari 
Ix is, indeed, with the most heartfelt satisfaction 
dat we see reason to believe, that our exhortations,. 
nd those of many more able advocates in the cause 
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of God and religion, throughout the kingdom of 
Great Britain, against the late daring and unparal- 
: leled machinations of infidels, of evil men and 
| $educers, who wax worse and worse, deceiving 1 
and being deceived,” have not been altogether N 
without effect. The eyes of many of our country - 
men have been, in some degree, opened. They 
have seen the danger, the irretrievable ruin that | 
must ensue to the whole nation, were the restraints 135 
of conscience to be removed, and the great bulk of 1 
the people to be released from the obligations and 4 
; per of religious motives and sanctions. They 
Have, therefore, happily felt the necessity, even on 
principles of wortdly policy and prudence, to lend 
their assistance to, and to countenance by their 
example, the efforts that have been made to enforce 
bt | a due observance of the Lord's day, and an attend- 
if | ance on the public worship of God, touphold the- 


credit of Christianity, and to promote the doctrines 

| | and duties of religion-in that community of which T1. 
they are members, and which cannot “' suffer, but — 
all the members must also suffer with it.“ . ä 
Bor, my brethren, if your attendance on the 

| Hhouse of God, or any other marks you may exhibit 

| of zeal for the honour of God, and the prevalence 


of religion, proceed merely from worldly policy and 

| prudence ;—if you * follow Christ“ only for the 

{; loaves and fishes, merely, or principally, for the sake * 
of present and worldly advantages; — will he, do 4 | 
ou think, own you for his faithful disciples? By | 

| | the. application of that very test to which our 


{| Saviour resorted in this chapter, does it not plainly 5 1 
| | anpear that many of you are not so in reality? * 
Von follow Christ, so far as to attend occasionally, — 
l perhaps prettty regularly, on the ordinary service of i. 
1 Ka thurch, but you will not follow him to his holy 4 


tuted and ordained, 
remembrance of his death,” but as the appointed. 
1 means of grace and as pledges of his love, to our 
great and endless comfort, —how many of you are | 
; then © offended, go back, and will not walk with _ 
us in; this holy communion. 180 


. 


table! You will listen with patience, perhaps with 
pleasure, to the ordinary topics of his instruction, 


the duties of Christian morality, &c.—but if we 


speak to you of © the mysteries of the kingdom of 


heaven; the fall of man, and his redemption oy 
the atonement of Christ; the renewal of his nature 


by the Spirit of God, and the continual support of 43 
his spiritual life, by an union with him who 
* came down from heaven“ and who is the 


true bread of life; — and if we invite you, not only 


to believe these peculiar and fundamental doctrines 
of Christianity, but also to come and to be per- 


takers of those e which he hath ins 
” not only for the continual * 


Ix would be difficult, perhaps, to determine the 


exact number of Christian worshippers, and their 
proportion to those who might reasonably be ex- 
E to be present on any given day, because we 


now not by what Sufficient excuses, of mercy or 


necessity, many may be detained at home; and 
because our churches are numerous; and we wust 
reckon as public worshippers, all those who habitu- 
ally attend the public service of any congregation of - 
Christians, of whatever sect or denomination. But 

olf the number who are present, on any given day, 


in our own church, we can readily determine the 


relative proportion of those who remain behind, to 
receive the holy sacrament, which is certainly very 
small indeed, and, with grief I add, appears to be 

rapidly declining. (a) . 


(al See the Appendix. 
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eu then as were wont, in former times, to 

1 be regular and punctual in their attendance on the * 

Lord's table, at least on those days which are more 7 
| 


peculiarly set apart for this holy ordinance, and on 
which a greater number of your ministers wait 
upon you, in the hope and expectation of a more 
_ crowded sanctuary and fuller communion; —-: to- 
such, I say, of the more serious and well-disposed | 
members of our church, as were wont, Bpeeil on 
these days, to be punctual in their attendance on 
the Lord's table, and yet now appear to be follow- 
ing the example of others, and to be, at least, 
relaxing in the frequency and zeal of this most im- 
portant service,—Oh ! how gladly could I enlarge | 
on all the points I have already mentioned; how * | 
earnestly would I exhort them to meditate on these þ|_ 
things, and to lay them seriously to heart? 


Was it only from the love of novelty, that you 
were induced to come for a season to“ the sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Christ“? Or are 
you “ offended” at the purity of that preparation 
which the doctrine of our church requires,“ be- 
fore you presume to eat of that bread, and to by 
[ drink of that cup?“ Or are you *© offended” ' 
at the unpalatableness of the doctrine itself) 
| the doctrine of a crucified Saviour ?—the doc- 9 
trine of the atonement P- the doctrine © of ? 
salvation only tlirough the merits of the sacri- — 4 
' fice of the death of Christ?“ Unpalatable, 
indeed, to human pride !—humiliating to human 
1 nature! N uns on wrt mad a. 
| Bur I must not enlarge. The time will not 
1 permit. And indeed, if the simplicity, beauty, 
| affection and energy, of the single question in 
| | our text will not influence you, no illustration, 
or amplification of it, Is likely to give it greater 


* 
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force or additional effect. © Wirt. ur A180 
60 A-war?“ Remember, in whose words we 
address you. WII ys Alse 60 AA? 
No, my brethren ! surely No! Permit me to- 
answer, both in your name, and my own ; 
Whatever others do, we will Not “ go away” 


from the doctrines and ordinances of the Gospel 
of Jesus: for we believe, that they are the 


words of eternal life,” * the means of grace,” 
and of salvation. With Simon Peter, we believe, 
and are sure, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 


of the living God: and that ** there is no 


other name under heaven given amongst men,” 
as the same apostle elsewhere observes, *©* where- 
by we must be saved.“ © Though all men 
should be offended,” therefore, to adopt still 
further, the words of this same zealous disciple.— 
vet will we never be offended.” 5 


Axp though the very repitition of these words 


of St Peter, which were echoed also by all the 


Apostles, cannot but remind us, how vain our 
boasting may be, if we have confidence in our 


own strength and security, —for “ they all,” 
soon after, „ forsook him and fled,” —yet et 


us remember, that the sacrament of the 1 ord's 
supper, and all other Christian ordinanees, „re 
given to us, as * the means of grace; to supply 


to us that very strength and assistance, whereof, 
from the frailty of our nature we have such abund- 
ant need; and which will enable us to overcome 
all temptations, to hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering, and, in the service 
of our Redeemer, to be fruitful in every good 


word and work.” 


| Thar we, my fellow-Christians, by the faith- 
ful use and improvement of these appointed 
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means, may thus attain their inestimable end 
and purpose, the purification of our hearts, the 
amendment of our lives, and the salvation of 
our souls, God of his infinite mercy grant, 
khrough Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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enumerated, IT decrease in the follow ing five 
years, viz: from 1790 to 1794 inclusive, was ex- 


. From the above account it appears, that 
though there was a trifling increase in the quar- 
terly Sacrament:, of 404 per ann. orof 8, per day, 
on the average of the second five years above 


actly 260 per ann. or 52 per day. From the 


year 1795 to 1799 there is a still further deficiency 
of 764 per ann. or 1329 per day: so that the 


total decrease in the number of our communis 


cants, taking the average of the last five years, 


and comparing it with that of 1785 to 1789 inclu- 


for each your or ia for each 1 ay! 


4 


tioned the opening of St. James's Church 


August, 1789, and the death of Mr Wealey in in 


March 1791, as probable causes of the diminu- 
tion of our sacraments since those periods. 


sive, (only ten years ago,) is no less than 330; 


precerving a copy of the 13 es I 5 
am indebted for the greater part of the data on 
which the above calculations are founded, (and 
on whose accuracy I can perfectly rely) has men- 


I wish I had reason to believe, that the num- | 


Any if the society of f Methodits, contrary to 


ber of communicants who have emigrated from 

the Parish church to that of St. a bore any 
| proportion to that which is Eh a bo in our own 
= congregation. 
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the repeated injunctions and uniform practice of 
their original founder, have really taken upon 
themselves to administer the holy sacrament in 
their own chapels and meeting houses; I can 
anly say, that we. shall, in future, know how to 
appreciate their long- boasted attachment to the 
articles and principles of the Church of England, : 
and must, however unwillingly, | regard them as 
completely Separatists from the Extablished Keli- | 
gion. But, on the other hand, if $0 great a part ; 
of our sacramental congregations was really com- 
g posed of persons in the Methodist connexion, how 
severe a reproof is this on the luke warmness and 
inattention of those, who pride thei selves on 


their belonging to no other communion, than 2M 


that which they. thus flagrantly neglect ! 


— 


Ir may not be amiss, to take this opportite 
| nity of adding a few words respecting the non- 
attendance of the inhabitants of Attecrliffe and 


Ecclesal, on the quarterly : sacraments of the Parish : 
Church. 1 eine 


So abhorrent are the discipline and practice of 
the Church of England from the encouragement 
of schism and division, that wherever, from the 

increase of Population i in any parish, or its great 
; extent, it, is found necessary or convenient to 
allow the erection of one or more chapels of ease 
it not only provides that the ministers of those 
chapels be nominated by the rector « or vicar of 
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that — 47 but it is he Ses custom, (as at 
Thad, Ha fax, &c. in this. neighbourhood) to 


shut up the chapels on the mornings of the great : 
festivals of the church, in the hope and expecta- 
tion that the congregations of those colonial 
chapels will come, at least so often in the year, 
to join in communion of worship with their 
brethren of the mother-church. This, as 1 well 
remember, was particularly contracted for, and 
Specified, in the instrument, or parchment-deed, 

which was read, and executed by the Archbishop, 
on the consecration of Ecclesal Chapel, in the 
year 1789. And it is on this principle, that the 
chapelwardens of Attercliffe and Ecclesal, as 


representatives of the people, regularly attend the 


quarterly sacraments of the Parich Church of 


Sheffield, and receive a share of the money then | 
collected for the poor ;—which they do, most 


- evidently, on the supposition that some of their 
een congregations. had been present 


Icaxver enter, in this place, on an examina- 


tion of the happy effects: of full churches and 
crouded sanctuares'” on these more peculiarly . 
solemn occasions, (2 Kings, 23 ch. 22 v) or of 
the wisdom and propriety of the practice above- 


mentioned, in promoting union and concord. ; 
What I have stated may serve as an answer to 
dhe lan which have been urged by some 
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of the principal inhabitants of the two chapelries 
within this parish, against the omission of 
divine service on these high days,” in their 
usual places of worship: and it may be proper to 
add, that the sacrament is administered in the 
Chapels, on the Sundays following the great 
Festivals, only for the accommodation of those 
to whom it might be inconvenient to attend the 
previous 857 general assembly in the pe 
aneh, | 


_ WODONTS dead Donor of, >” 


* 


ts d 7 4 7 5 * 
» a : 7 
* " N 4 . 0 
5 * 18 4 3 4 * 3 * * * 4 7 
10 e J)) : 
4. * . * * ; * bs 4 o 


#5 1. A SERMON: dbvcrea?} in AA cn Chand, 6h on 


＋ 


— 4 a 


* of Rotherham, 800. Ons . E 


33 2111 


of Janinarys 1799. Soo. Sixpence. 
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bo. B. The eee eee _ i, 5 
of which a ſew dozens remain unſold, — has nothing to 


do, (as has been ſuppoſed,) with the technical art of ringing, 


but was principally deſigned as a ſeaſonable ALI. to the 

public worſhip ot God, Part of it had previouſly appeared, 

under ihe fignature of Leonard Lovechurch,“ in the 10th 
Number of the © Country SpeRtator,” a periodical paper, 


publiſhed in the years 1792=3, at Gainſborough, by the 
ev. T. F Middleton, to which the author was a conttibu- 
tor of that, and only one other paper. And it was reprinted, 
with additions and alterations, on opening the peal of new 


bells in the par iſh- church of Sheffeld, with the hope and 
. intention of converting a temporary ſubje& gf popular 
concern into an occaſion of pyomoting the eternal, and in- 


= : finitely important cauſe of tr ach and religion.“ 
| 8 r. L. . 


Monday; February 28, 1794, being the day 1 
for a GENERAL Fast. . To which is annexed a+ Narra- 
tive of tranſlations relative to. the diſpolal of the Vicar- 


"WE SERMON. ond 17. . Parig, 8 of 
off to the Ox NAL UniTED Lopee'or Ovs 
Frrrows. July' 95 17985 8. ä 1 


3. THE Payment. or Tanz a Dvury or = 
STRICT. MORAL OBLIGATION A.. DISCOURSE, © 
delivered.in the Pariſh Church of Sheffield on dhe goth. 


Sſted by the re- 


1. AS PEAL SY NEW BELLS, 12mo. 
= Price Feen or 25. 6d. 55 dozen,” 


